
1. Charter Change is a ploy to perpetuate Mrs. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo in power by
setting aside serious questions about her legitimacy and legalizing her term until
2010 and perhaps beyond.

2. Charter Change may be used to resurrect martial law.
a. The 60-day limit to martial law and suspension of writ is removed.
b. Congress may not revoke the proclamation of martial law or writ suspension.
c. The Supreme Court can no longer review the factual basis for the declaration of martial law.
d. There will be a new ground for declaring martial law which is vague and open to abuse.
e. Under transitory provisions, Mrs. Arroyo will have additional power to dissolve Parliament.

3. Charter Change will sell out national patrimony and economy.
a. Foreign entities will be granted the right to own residential, commercial and industrial land
b. Foreign entities will be allowed to exploit natural resources.
c. Foreign entities will be allowed to control and/or operate public utilities such as water,

electricity and telecommunications.

4. Charter Change can further undermine our national identity and culture as it will
also allow foreign ownership of mass media, schools and advertising firms.

5. Charter Change will degrade national sovereignty and territorial integrity.
a. It will pave the way for the return of foreign military bases
b. There will be no limit to the entry of foreign troops and facilities.
c. Ratification of treaties and other international agreements favoring foreign interests will be

made easier.
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Convenors: Former Vice President Teofisto Guingona, Bishop Deogracias Iñiguez and Bishop Alberto Ramento (Ecumenical
Bishops Forum), Bsp. Godofredo David, Dr. Ruben Caragay (UP Institute of Public Health*), Prof. Roland Simbulan (UP
Manila*), Prof. Edberto Villegas (UP Manila*), Monsignor Ernesto Cruz (Parish Priest, San Miguel Pro-Cathedral Church), Fr.
Joe Dizon (Gloria Step Down! Movement), Atty. Neri Colmenares (Counsel for the Defense of Civil Liberties), Dr. Carol P. Araullo
(Bayan), Former Labor USEC Amado “Gat” Inciong, Former Human Rights Commissioner Nasser Marohomsalic (United
Muslims for Truth and Morality), Evelyn Alcaraz-Muallil (Women March), Carmen Deunida (Kadamay), Sr. Ma. Gemma C.
Dinglasan RGS, Dr. Giovanni Tapang (AGHAM), Jonathan Pimentel (UP Academic Union), Prof. Lito Manalili (UP College of
Social Work and Community Development*), Dr. Ramon Guillermo (UP College of Arts and Letters*), Lito Ustarez (Kilusang
Mayo Uno), Atty. Remigio Saladero (PRO LABOR), Fernando Hicap (Pamalakaya), Dr. Gene Nisperos (Health Alliance for
Democracy), Emmi de Jesus (Gabriela), Ric Serrano (KMLG), Carl Marc Ramota (Y-Chat), Ester de Tagle (ENRAGED), Danilo
Ramos (Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas), Connie Regalario (Migrante), George San Mateo (Piston), Antonio Tinio (Alliance
of Concerned Teachers), Jigs Clamor (KARAPATAN) (* for identification purposes only)


